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The West Chester Area Education Association
and the

West Chester Area School District
proudly present the 

2021 Spellman Humanitarian Award Recipients
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Congratulations students!  
We are very proud of  you.



We also give thanks and praise to the parents 
of these students. You are their first and best 
teachers, and have done an outstanding job 
parenting these fine young men and women. 

Thank you to the Committee Members

Dr. Jim Scanlon
Superintendent, West Chester Area School District  

  
Dr. Bob Sokolowski

Asst. Superintendent & Secondary Education, West Chester Area School District

Dr. Sara Missett
Director of  Elementary Education, West Chester Area School District

Mrs. Michele Curay-Cramer
President, West Chester Area Education Association

Ann Vincent
East HS Teacher, West Chester Area School District

Stuart O’Connor
Henderson HS Teacher, West Chester Area School District

Chris Reyna
Rustin HS Teacher, West Chester Area School District



As part of  each nomination submission the seniors wrote 
about what motivates them to volunteer their time.  The 
brief  introductions that will be read tonight will include 

as much as possible of  these personal messages from our 
30 Spellman Humanitarians.  Their words are incredibly 

inspiring and offer great hope for the future of  our society.

East High School

Rohen Arya  
Rohen’s altruism extends to the local, 
international, and music communities. 
As an academic tutor at the Melton 
Center, Rohen not only tutors, but 
works to help kids gain confidence in 
themselves and their abilities. Earning 
a U.S Department of State fully-funded 
merit scholarship, Rohen studied 
abroad in India. With his host family 
he studied Hindi and also gave back to 
the community by planting trees in 
local parks and providing sustenance 
to the homeless. When thinking about 
his future, Rohen says, “None of my 

future plans - to become a physician and join a nonprofit 
organization-would have ever been born if I did not actively 
participate in the communities I love.” 



Joshua Cuozzo Jr.  
Joshua volunteers with East Goshen 
Township Summer Recreation Camp, 
Proclamation Presbyterian Church 
Orchestra, and his work as a Christ 
Community Church IMPACT Youth 
Group Leader. As a Youth Group 
Leader, Josh works with middle school 
students who are grappling with 
difficult life decisions, as they strive to 
figure out their identity in an 
environment that can be hostile to 
those not “popular”. While reflecting 
on his service, Josh realized, “too 

many times, these students are disregarded, their angst 
deemed incurable.” With this in mind, Josh uses his work nights 
to connect with the students through games, activities, and 
intentional small group discussions.

Matthew Dakin 
Helping out man’s best friend, 
Matthew has volunteered with 
Brandywine Valley SPCA year-round 
from dog walking to filling water bowls 
and helping behind the scenes as 
needed. As a member of Boy Scout 
Troop 21 Matthew has dedicated 
numerous hours to community service 
whether helping other scouts with 
their Eagle projects, collecting and 
packaging gifts for families through 
Operation Christmas Child with Christ 
Community Church, to volunteering at 

United Church of Christ’s and West Whiteland Township’s 
Annual spring clean-ups. For his Eagle Scout Project Matt 
collaborated with a group to raise $2,000 to establish the 
Outdoor Science Center at Boot Road Park. The Outdoor 
Science Center’s three learning stations focus on Water in the 
Environment, Renewable Energy, and include a 9’ by 18’ 
periodic table. 



Claudia Frankfurth  
Claudia’s realization that any small act 
of giving makes an infinite impact 
inspired her to volunteer. Claudia’s 
vast community volunteering includes 
the Chadds Ford Activity Fair, the East 
Goshen Elementary Fair, the East 
Goshen Park Christmas decorating and 
Pumpkin Festival, to volunteering with 
the Voting drive. In school she has 
worked with Hands to Hearts, an 
organization whose members write 
encouraging letters to patients in 
nursing homes and hospitals. With the 

Narenj Tree Foundation Claudia packed boxes with clothes, 
medical supplies, and school supplies for Syrian refugees. Not 
to be sidelined by the pandemic, and wanting to continue to 
volunteer, Claudia currently tutors via Zoom. 

Elizabeth Guan  
Elizabeth’s resume is quite impressive 
from being a class officer, President of 
numerous organizations such as 
Pennsylvania DECA, Minding Melton, 
and GirlUP, to tutoring at New 
Direction. Uniting her passions for 
business education and female 
empowerment she crafted the idea of 
EntrepreHER, an organization to 
inspire young girls with their own 
social entrepreneurship initiatives. In 
her own words, Lizzie explains that 
“Without school shutdowns, finding a 

team of volunteers to develop workshop ideas or design social 
media posts would have proved far more difficult. Without the 
country-wide digital transition, I wouldn’t have interviewed 
over fifteen entrepreneurial females who created an impact. 
Most significantly, I wouldn’t have connected with my peers on 
a deeper level.”



Hannah Guan  
Hannah’s altruistic devotion to the 
Charles A. Melton Center as well as 
numerous other foundations. She is a 
Chester County Advisory board 
member working to represent local 
nonprofits that support women’s 
rights. Hannah is also a Chester County 
GirlGov board member and recently 
she co-authored a Pennsylvania bill 
that alters the environmental science 
curriculum in primary schools to 
include a focus on climate change. She 
is a Vacation Bible School coordinator 

and lead teacher, recruiting volunteers, coordinating daily 
activities and communicating with parents and volunteers 
about registration, logistics and necessary materials.

Sreekar Kunaparaju  
Sreekar Kunaparaju is a selfless 
volunteer and we honor him for his 
work with the Sewa International, the 
Boy Scouts as well as other service 
projects.  With Sewa International, 
Sreekar serves food with Safe Harbor, 
he has cleaned up highways, spent 
time with the elderly, worked at the 
Chester County Food Bank, and 
worked with Habitat for Humanity.  
Sreekar also built a butterfly garden as 
part of an Eagle Scout project. He runs 
a non-profit called the Sound of Giving 

that raised money over this past summer for online music 
concerts. Sreekar accepted a lead role in the effort to 
coordinate the procurement of materials, the training of others 
to make and deliver over 1,300 masks for healthcare workers, 
the elderly and frontline workers.



Anna McNaull 
Anna is receiving a Spellman 
Humanitarian Award for her time and 
effort at the Diverse Abilities Swim 
Lessons Program. Anna said one of her 
most memorable events was when 
one of her swimmers with limited 
mobility showed drastic improvement 
both in and out of the water. His 
positive attitude, smile and constant 
perseverance would always lift her 
spirits and remind her of the little 
things you can do to help others and 
make a huge difference in their lives. 

Anna takes that attitude to heart as she has volunteered all 
through high school for the House of Hope Charity Concert, 
helping to raise money for Home of the Sparrow, a local 
organization helping women that face homelessness.  Anna 
knows her actions can help improve the lives of others and that 
she will continue to live a life to include service to help others.  

Fatema Mun  
Fatema Mun’s selfless gift of time to 
numerous organizations makes her 
truly deserving of this award.  Fatema 
helps at both the Chester County 
Historical Society and the Chester 
County Chamber of Commerce.  She is 
working on a project at the Historical 
Society to help them collect oral 
histories from around the county and 
at the Chamber of Commerce, Fatema 
volunteered at the 2020 Spring 
Auction Gala to help raise money for 
the Youth Leadership Program.  

Fatema cares deeply about children, as she volunteers as a 
religious schoolteacher every Saturday for the last three years. 
She is also involved in the GirlUP helping women and girls in 
need of assistance in any way necessary. Fatema is also part of 
the Chester County Youth Leadership Program.   



Alice Tran 
Alice has come to understand that 
volunteering is not about 
requirements, but instead personal 
satisfaction and a willingness to do 
more.  As a young child, Alice learned 
about volunteering by spending time 
each summer learning how to make 
donuts to raise money for the fire 
company. As soon as she was old 
enough, she began volunteering at 
the Goshen County Fair making 
donuts and at 16 began volunteering 
year-round as an EMT.  Alice has and 

continues to regularly volunteer as an EMT, mainly through the 
Goshen Fire Station, but also with the Uwchlan Ambulance 
team.  Alice is always willing to pitch in; she has also 
volunteered at the Boot Road Science Center, a STEM Camp.

Henderson High School
Samuel Bender

Sam is a humanitarian who knows 
how to leverage his help to others. He 
has spent hundreds of hours during 
the past several years helping out at 
the West Whiteland Fire Department 
and volunteering for Run2Respond 
and Firefighters5. He has “helped the 
helpers” through delivering food, 
supplies, and snacks to hospital 
employees, EMT’s, policemen, and 
other frontline workers during the 
COVID pandemic.  In addition, he has 
contributed to maintaining our 

environment through his work with the Ocean Conservancy. 
Sam says, “There are many times that demand you make 
sacrifices in yourself in order to help others. These experiences 
have resulted in gaining a more altruistic outlook on all aspects 
of my life.” 



Robert Colson
Robbie has been a powerhouse of 
humanitarian service, clocking over 
1,000 hours of service at his church.  
Almost every Saturday since 6th grade, 
he’s helped feed the homeless and the 
food insecure at his church.  Along 
with helping to feed those in need, 
Robbie has also taught Sunday School, 
taught at Vacation Bible School, 
helped run the audio system at Church 
Services, and assisted at Saturday 
morning breakfasts for the Baptist 
Church of West Chester. Robbie says, 

“I have grown in many ways as a person throughout my years 
of volunteering and the most important thing I learned through 
that growth is that all people deserve dignity and respect. I 
learned to give people the dignity and respect of seeing them 
as equal human beings.”

Sakina Farooq 
Sakina is a champion of equity for all 
humanity.  Sakina is an engaged 
member of the local Muslim 
community, spending many hours at 
her local mosque, where she presents 
regularly at interfaith events, teaching 
others about Islam. She also 
volunteers at West Chester’s Safe 
Harbor homeless shelter and 
participates in Philadelphia’s annual 
Day of Dignity event, where hygiene 
kits and health services are shared 
with people in need. Finally, Sakina is a 

junior member of the West Chester branch of the NAACP, 
where she advocates for the civil rights of others. As Sakina 
would say: “Volunteering has always been something very close 
to my heart. The joy that people have will always be one of the 
many things that I love about volunteering and giving back to 
the community.”



Gabrielle Fernandes
Gabrielle says of her service activities, 
“As I transition to college, I want to 
continue service work, especially in 
the areas of education and child 
development. I have seen firsthand 
the positive impacts of youth 
mentorship and what a difference I 
can make in another person’s life.” 
And what a difference she has made! 
Gabrielle has given a multitude of 
hours and energy over the last four 
years, serving the Chester community 
through the Andrew Hicks Foundation, 

including a Christmas Toy Drive where she collected 3,000 toys 
to distribute to 50 families in need.  She has also volunteered at 
the Chester County Hospital, the West Chester Public Library, 
and has served as a communications lead for the Sunrise Senior 
Living Facility. 

Althea Hutchinson  
Althea was diagnosed with Brain 
cancer at the age of one and has 
undergone many surgeries and faced 
countless roadblocks. But despite – or 
because of – this adversity, Althea has 
learned the value of placing the needs 
of others in the service spotlight. Of 
special note is Althea’s organization 
and participation in multiple 
fundraisers for Alex’s Lemonade Stand, 
where she has raised over $60,000 for 
the organization. Althea has also been 
a strong presence in her community 

by volunteering for multiple political campaigns, teaching at 
the Chester County Art Association’s summer camps, and 
helping at the West Chester Public Library. She is also an 
ambassador for Ride for Kids Philadelphia, a Pediatric Brain 
Tumor charity. Althea, who is always the one to ask, “Are you 
Okay?” in class, has shown great interest in those around her. 



Archana Kulkarni 
Archana has produced music videos for 
local retirement communities to lift 
their spirits, volunteers with Young Men 
and Women in Charge as an academic 
tutor for students in Chester, and is an 
experienced staff member at Camp 
Geronimo, where students with special 
needs are able to experience summer 
camp in a farm setting. Finally, “Archie” 
is an active member of the Shakti 
Foundation, where she has prepared 
food for Safe Harbor, raised money for 
autistic children in India, and prepared 

care packages for local women in need. Archie has said, “As 
much of a cliche as it may sound, volunteering has shaped my 
life and character for the greater good, to one day, hopefully, 
leave a powerful impact on the special needs community.” 

Abheya Nair  
Abheya has had an impact on both the 
Henderson and West Chester 
Communities. Abheya tutors students 
through the Young Men and Women in 
Charge program, volunteers at the 
Brandywine and A. I. Dupont Hospitals, 
and helps out at the West Chester 
Public Library. Apropos of our current 
learning environment, Abheya has this 
comment about her remote tutoring 
experience: “Staring at me on my 
laptop computer, through Zoom, was a 
face that did not look like he wanted to 

be there, but had to be.  After we chatted, we delved into 
learning Physics… Time flew by as the math equations slowly 
made sense to him and I could see his passion to learn. His stern 
face gave way to a smile as he was now able to derive the 
correct answers without much help. These are the moments I 
will always treasure and have enjoyed over the past four years 
in high school.”



Catherine Startup 
Catherine is a musical and service 
powerhouse. She has performed with 
a small jazz ensemble at a polling 
location as part of the Play for the 
Vote program.  She volunteers with 
Calvary Lutheran Church’s youth 
group where she has run a camp, 
assisted with Vacation Bible School, 
directed the Children’s Musical, and 
has served on mission trips to Texas 
and West Virginia through her 
church’s partnership with The 
Appalachian Service Project. Of her 

service work, Catherine says, “I learned that my life in West 
Chester is just a small part of a large fabric that weaves our 
world together. The owner of the small home that we worked 
on in Virginia was a cancer survivor. Her gratitude showed me 
how something that I thought was a small gesture could 
change someone’s world completely.” 

Alicia Tai  
Alicia’s selflessness supports the local 
community, through volunteering as 
a fundraiser for Brian’s Run and with 
the Henrietta Hankin Library. In 
addition, she has socialized cats at 
PetSmart to better their chances for 
adoption, and volunteered at the 
Tyler Arboretum, removing invasive 
plants and generally helping with the 
upkeep of the grounds. Of her 
volunteer works, Alicia very 
graciously says, “When I work with 
my friends in clubs or when I 

volunteer with children, I see that each and every individual is 
full of passion and uniqueness that can make an impact on the 
world around us. None of us were meant to be mirrors of each 
other, and I wanted to help people realize their potential and 
find their voice.” 



Santiago Ventura 
Santiago as president of the Youth 
Scholar Leadership Team, works 
academically with students in Chester 
and Montgomery Counties, as well as 
tutoring for Young Men and Women 
In Charge to support students’ 
educational experiences. As an intern 
at Murphy’s Law Firm, Santiago 
assists clients with the visa 
application process. He has also 
volunteered as a counselor at the 
Saint Agnes summer camp, helping 
students in English Language Learner 
classes. Of his desire to help others, 

Santiago says, “My passion is driven by the impact change can 
bring, even if that impact is minuscule. A true humanitarian 
does anything to uplift the next generation of thinkers and 
innovators in our communities; to bring forth the best in 
people even when you know they are struggling.” Indeed, 
Santiago is a student who lives his life with integrity and 
passion.

Rustin High School
Matilda Armstrong  

Matilda told us that “serving my 
community has given me the 
opportunity to advocate for others, 
[and] acquire skills, all while 
immersing myself in the medical 
field.”  Matilda demonstrated her 
interest in medicine from an early 
age.  She told us that rather than 
choosing to play with dolls, she made 
clay models of human organs.  She 
has moved on to become a certified 
EMT with the Good Fellowship 
Ambulance Club.  She is also a 



volunteer at the Chester County Hospital.  She has devoted 
hundreds of hours to serving our community’s medical needs 
and volunteers in several other programs.  

Brian Burton  
Brian took a failed attempt to find his 
great uncle’s grave in a German 
cemetery and turned it into a Boy 
Scout Eagle project to record over 
1,000 grave sites for posterity.  
Utilizing the Billion Graves website, 
Brian methodically went through a 
local Quaker cemetery to record the 
names of the dead so that family 
members from all over the world can 
search for their loved ones.   Like all 
the other Humanitarians this year, 
Brian has numerous other volunteer 
activities with Churches and 

charitable organizations in the area. 

Kristen Corbi 
Kristen is an avid community servant.  
Her positive attitude and compassion 
is evident to anyone who meets her.  
Most of Kristen’s hundreds of 
volunteer hours in high school were  
committed to the Culture Youth 
Ministry and Vacation Bible School 
with Covenant Fellowship Church. 
Kristen’s annual commitment helped 
these groups be very successful and 
her infectious smile and positive 
attitude assured that those attending 
would reap the greatest advantage 
from the programming.



Kyra Durso 
Kyra has committed numerous hours 
with the elderly in assisted living and 
young people at the A.I DuPont 
Children’s hospital.  Kyra brings a 
positive attitude and compassionate 
ear to comfort those undergoing 
treatment or receiving care.  Kyra told 
us that part of her motivation to help 
others comes from her growing 
self-confidence that has been built up 
by the Rustin theater community. 

Tyler Emig 
Tyler’s own words demonstrate his 
passion for community service.  After 
working on a benefit to raise money 
for his own mother’s medical 
expenses, Tyler commented, “A 
Benefit for Julia, woke me up to the 
true beauty of volunteering and grew 
a fire in me to do more. I began to 
put my community first with my 
service at Calvary Lutheran Church. I 
have now volunteered among a total 
of nineteen different activities, 
accumulating over 800 volunteer 
hours. . . The inspiration behind 

working for my community is my mother. My mom has always 
taught me to put others first and to be as selfless as I possibly 
could. . . I am truly proud of who I am today. I am even more 
proud of the work I have done, the people that I helped, the 
smiles I put on peoples’ faces, and every memory I made that 
will last me a lifetime.”



Michaela Freney  
Michaela has held several offices in the 
different 4-H clubs she participates in. 
She has held offices for the sheep and 
poultry clubs as well and taking on a 
lot of responsibility communicating 
with the families within the 
4-Hcommunity. Michaela is also an 
active member of Paoli United 
Methodist Church.  She has planned 
and led stations for their week-long 
Vacation Bible School for the past 
three years. Previous to that she was a 
volunteer crew member.  Also, as part 
of her church affiliation, she has taken 

week-long mission trips for three years where she worked on 
home repairs.  Michaela joined the Goshen Fire Company and 
enrolled in EMS school last year. The EMS course is 200 hours 
long and very rigorous. To jump into EMS school and be 
assigned to an ambulance during a pandemic, as a volunteer, is 
very courageous.

Jama Keefer  
Jama told us that “from a young age, I 
was taught that volunteering isn’t 
about what you do in an hour, a day, or 
even four years, it’s the way you live 
your life making a difference in the 
lives of others. This is something that 
will carry on with me throughout my 
life.”  Jama has truly lived out this 
commitment by volunteering for the 
Chester County Hospital, the Friends 
Association Shelter Clean-Up and the 
Brandywine Valley SPCA.



Grace McCabe 
Grace has spent hundreds of hours 
over her high school career in service 
at Calvary Lutheran Church.  Whether 
at vacation bible school or preparing 
and serving food at the Salvation 
Army, Grace is there to serve the 
West Chester community.  In the face 
of this great volume of service, Grace 
told us that her visits to nursing 
homes which are only an hour at a 
time, are her greatest joy in service.  
Grace said, “being able to see the look 
on someone’s face when they win bingo 

and you give them a small prize, is truly priceless. It is these things 
in life that make me want to do community service, because you 
can see how much something small can brighten someone’s day.”  

Jonathan Orth 
Jonathan told us that his Eagle project 
was a challenge, a welcome one, but a 
challenge nonetheless. He said he was 
“grateful for the ability to serve the 
community and learn from [his] project 
and many others to expand various 
critical life skills, namely leadership, 
patience, and responsibility. [He]  looks 
forward to continuing to be able to give 
back to the community in the future.”  
Jon engaged in a two-part Boy Scout 
Eagle Project installing a drainage 
system at Advent Lutheran Church and 

a gravel driveway to his Boy Scout Troop’s shed.  As Jon notes, 
these experiences led to him becoming a lifelong community 
servant as is the nature of all Spellman Humanitarian Award 
recipients.  We look forward to seeing more from Jon as he grows 
in community service. 



Margaret Wade 
Margaret has a very full resume of 
volunteer service.  She has been a tutor at 
the Melton Center, volunteered as a camp 
counselor at the Huntfield Service Unit, 
volunteered at the Chenoa Manor farm 
animal sanctuary, worked at the 
Pennsylvania Science Olympiad Urban 
Initiative, and did multiple service 
projects with the Girl Scouts. We will not 
be the first to recognize her as Margaret 
has earned the Nation President’s 
Volunteer Service Award for five years.  
In addition, she was recognized by the 

Union League of Philadelphia with their Good Citizenship Award. 



Dr. Elwood M. Spellman
School Board Member & President

1951-1969

    Known as “Ossie” to his friends, Dr. Elwood 
M. Spellman epitomized the spirit of  volunteerism 
and citizenship that is the basis of  the Spellman 
Humanitarian Award. Much of  his volunteer 
service centered on the West Chester schools, but 
he was active in other community causes as well.

    In 1951, Dr. Spellman was first elected to serve 
on the West Chester Borough School Board. 
That board oversaw the operation of  what were 
then elementary schools in the borough, serving 
borough residents only. Similarly, the townships 
that are part of  the district today elected their own 

school boards and operated their own separate elementary schools.
   Dr. Spellman served as Borough Board President from 1958 to 1966. He 
also headed a Joint High School Board, which oversaw the operation of  junior 
and senior high schools attended by students from both the borough and the 
townships.
   In 1966, all elementary and secondary schools in the borough and the townships 
were consolidated into the West Chester Area School District. Dr. Spellman was 
the first President of  the Area School Board. He stepped down as Area Board 
President in 1968 and retired from all Board service in 1969.
   Dr. Spellman led the various municipal school boards through the many 
difficult decisions that accompanied the 1966 consolidation. There were serious 
financial issues created by the need to combine the debt service and budgets 
of  eight school systems into one. There were building and staffing issues as all 
of  the schools became the responsibility of  a centralized administration. The 
curriculum in the various elementary schools also needed to be standardized.
   At the same time, the district was experiencing a period of  increasing racial 
tensions. Just before and after consolidation, Dr. Spellman responded to 
substantial charges of  discrimination against African-American students in the 
secondary schools. He put into place a framework upon which the district has 
built as it has worked to ensure equitable treatment of  all students.
   In addition to his School Board service, Dr. Spellman was active in the Boy 
Scouts, Rotary Club, YMCA, and Westminster Presbyterian Church. He was a 
respected area dentist. He was retired from the dentistry when he died on April 
16, 1993, at the age of  77.

Dr. Elwood M. Spellman


